City of Austin
Council Meeting Backup: January 22, 2026

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 25-10 RELATED TO
REGULATIONS FOR SIGNS LOCATED IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT
INCLUDE ELECTRONIC IMAGES, LIGHTS, AND OFF-PREMISE
ADVERTISING.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. The City Council adopts the findings described in Exhibit A, which is attached to
this ordinance.

PART 2. City Code Section 25-10-4 (Definitions) is amended to amend the definition of
“Right-of-Way Installation” to read:

(14) RIGHT-OF-WAY INSTALLATION means a legally permitted kiosk, bicycle
kiosk, bus stop, or transit facility that is located in the public right-of-way.

PART 3. Subsection (H) of City Code Section 25-10-104 (Signs Prohibited in Public
Easements and Right-of-Way) is amended to read:

(H) This section does not prohibit the installation, use, or maintenance in the right-of-way
of:

(1) asidewalk sign;
(2) aprojecting sign in the downtown sign district;
(3) astreet banner;

(4) awall sign that is mounted flat against the building and extends not more than
18 inches from the facade of a building and into right-of-way; [ef]

(5) asigned installed by a governmental agency for a governmental purpose; or

(6) asign that complies with Section 25-10-105 (Signs Authorized on Right-of-Way
Installations).

PART 4. Article 5 (Regulations Applicable to All Sign Districts) in City Code Chapter 25-
10 is amended to add a new Section 25-10-105 to read:

§ 25-10-105 SIGNS AUTHORIZED ON RIGHT-OF-WAY INSTALLATIONS.

(A) A sign authorized by this section includes an off-premise sign.

(B) A sign may be installed on a right-of-way installation in accordance with this section.
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(C) A sign installed on a right-of-way installation may not exceed 86 inches measured
diagonally.

(D) The director of Austin Transportation Public Works is authorized to adopt
administrative rules that apply to signs installed on a right-of-way installation. At a
minimum, these rules should address placement, orientation, lighting, and speed of
images.

PART 5. City Code Section 25-10-158 (Identification Signs on Public of Right-of-Way
Installations) is repealed.

PART 6. The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any provision of this ordinance
or its applications to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the invalidity does not
affect the other provisions or applications of City Code Chapter 25-10 (Signs).

PART 7. This ordinance takes effect on , 2026.
PASSED AND APPROVED

§

§

, 2026 §
Kirk Watson
Mayor
APPROVED: ATTEST:
Deborah Thomas Erika Brady
City Attorney City Clerk
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