
May 19, 2026 

Austin City Council Via Email 
City Hall 
301 W 2nd Street 
Austin, TX 78701 

Re: Neighborhood Request for Postponement 
May 21, 2026 City Council Meeting 
Agenda Item #65, NPA-2026-0022.01.SH (Rowen Vale NPA Amendment), and 
Agenda Item #66, C14-2026.0010.SH (Rowen Vale Zoning) 

Dear Mayor Watson and Members of the City Council: 

The undersigned neighbors surrounding the Rowen Vale project ask for postponement of the 
subject agenda items from the May 21, 2026, City Council meeting to the July 23, 2026 meeting. 
Postponement is necessary and appropriate in this case because of a defect in the notification that 
was sent out for the cases.  

The City Code of the City of Austin, Title 25 (the Land Development Code) specifies criteria for 
notice that must be fulfilled prior to a public hearing before the council. As these requirements 
have yet to be completed, it would be inappropriate to bring the matter before council at this 
time. 

Background 

The City of Austin published “Notice of Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance” in the 
May 4, 2026 edition of the Austin American-Statesman. Based on the address and case number, 
the subject matter appeared as item three. Neither the name of the applicant nor a contact for 
more information were included in the published notice. Ex. 1. 

The City’s Code of Ordinances Lays Out Notice Requirements To Be Fulfilled Prior To 
Public Hearing 

The City Code of the City of Austin §25-2-283(B) states that the Neighborhood Planning and 
Zoning Department “shall give notice under Section 25-1-132(B) (Notice of Public Hearing) of a 
public hearing held under this section.” 

LDC §25-1-132(B) requires that the City “shall give notice of a public hearing” in two ways: by 
(1) publishing and (2) mailing notice.

LDC §25-1-132(E) details the requirements of such notice: “Notice provided under this section 
must...” The LDC specifies the same set of criteria for both published and mailed notices.  

City of Austin 
Council Meeting Backup: May 21, 2026 File ID: 26-1721



Neighborhood Request for Postponement 
May 21, 2026 City Council Meeting 
Agenda Item #65, NPA-2026-0022.01.SH (Rowen Vale NPA Amendment), and 
Agenda Item #66, C14-2026.0010.SH (Rowen Vale Zoning) 
Page 2 of 3 
 
The City’s Published Notice Does Not Meet the LDC Criteria by Failing To Identify the 
Applicant and a Contact For Additional Information 
 
The notice published in the May 4, 2026 edition of the Austin American-Statesman fails to meet 
the criteria in two ways: 
 

- The published notice does not “identify the applicant and the location of the subject 
property” per LDC §25-1-132(E)(2): it does not identify the applicant, only a location. 

- The published notice does not “include the address and telephone number of the office 
from which additional information may be obtained” per LDC §25-1-132(E)(5): it does 
not include any telephone number, and only includes an address to participate in the 
hearing, not obtain additional information. 

 
The City Must Postpone Public Hearing Until Appropriate Notice is Published 
 
The Code’s mandate of published notice furthers equitable access to information about land use 
changes. The LDC does not provide any other mechanism to inform the public-at-large, outside 
of the small group receiving mailed notices identified in LDC §25-1-132(B)(2). The name of the 
applicant, and contact for additional information, are particularly crucial for the public when 
deciding whether to participate in a public hearing. 
 
Because Code specifies the requirements of notice prior to public hearing, and those 
requirements have not been met, we respectfully submit that the applicant cannot have the cases 
heard at City Council on May 21, 2026. For these reasons, we are requesting postponement of 
the cases to the earliest regular (not budget-specific) meeting of City Council on July 23, 2026 so 
that proper, legally-required notice can be published.   
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Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
 
Very truly yours,  
  
/s/ Shiva Mayer 
Shiva Mayer 
1803 Nickerson St. 
 

/s/ Sean Ransenberg 
Sean Ransenberg 
1601 Brackenridge St. 
 

/s/ Christopher Goodpastor 
/s/ Kelly Goodpastor 
Christopher and Kelly Goodpastor 
1611 Nickerson St. 
 

/s/ Martha Newman 
/s/ Andy Newman 
Martha Newman and Andy Weinberg 
203 E. Milton St. 

/s/ Diana Phillips 
/s/ David Phillips 
/s/ Elizabeth Couch 
Diana Phillips, David Phillips, and Elizabeth 
Couch 
207 E. Milton St. 
 

 

Email: travisheightsneighbors@gmail.com  
  
cc: Jonathan Tomko, City of Austin Planning Department Via Email 
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