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RESOLUTION NO.  1 

WHEREAS, 2026 marks the 20th anniversary of Austin’s New Year, which 2 

began in 2006 as “First Night Austin”, which entertained and artfully delighted the 3 

Austin community, showcasing more than 80 art organizations over 14 blocks of 4 

downtown and culminating with a midnight fireworks show; and 5 

WHEREAS, since 2010, Austin's New Year has been held at the end of 6 

each year and set at iconic Auditorium Shores, where Austinites have enjoyed free 7 

live music and a family-friendly environment; and 8 

WHEREAS, Austin's New Year serves public purposes by providing a 9 

recreational opportunity to Austinites, boosting the local economy, and promoting 10 

the City to tourists and visitors from outside of Austin; and 11 

WHEREAS, Austin's New Year is an event owned by the City that has 12 

always been free and open to the public; and 13 

WHEREAS, Austin's New Year is planned in partnership with Visit Austin, 14 

the official destination marketing and sales organization for the City, which is 15 

charged with marketing Austin nationally and internationally as a premier business 16 

and leisure destination, thus enriching our community's overall quality of life; and 17 

WHEREAS, the Austin’s New Year celebration at Auditorium Shores 18 

features Austin local food trucks, amplifying local chefs, and boosting the local 19 

economy; and 20 

WHEREAS, since 2023, Austin's New Year has been broadcast nationally 21 

on CNN, a cable news organization with television, streaming, online, and global 22 

distribution, as the Central Time Zone anchor – representing the country's second-23 

largest time zone by population – positioning the City alongside Times Square as a 24 



City of Austin  File ID: 26-1890 
Council Meeting Backup: May 28, 2026 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

nationally televised New Year's destination and resulting in 2.767 million viewers 25 

watching the 2025 broadcast of Austin’s New Year; NOW, THEREFORE, 26 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 27 

 The City Manager is directed to bring an item for Council consideration to 28 

waive or reimburse fees for the Austin’s New Year event to be held at the end of 29 

2026 once the fee amounts for the event are certain enough in the City Manager’s 30 

discretion to bring that item. 31 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 32 

 The City Manager is directed to bring an item for Council consideration by 33 

August 31, 2027, to ensure that fees are waived or reimbursed annually for Austin’s 34 

New Year beginning with the event at the end of 2027. 35 

 36 

ADOPTED:                 , 2026         ATTEST:      37 
                         Erika Brady 38 
                          City Clerk 39 

 40 


