
EverGreen Austin -- a group of divers e, 
inform ed, and inves ted wom en with t ies  
to Aus t in’s  green com m unit ies .

We are  com m it ted to ens uring Aus t in 
inves ts  urgent ly, generous ly and equitably 
in green s pace  and green infras t ructure.
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LOSS OF 
PARKLAND 
DEDICATION 
FEES

• Parkland dedication fees were 
producing about 20M a year in land 
acquisition funds. Until the 88th TX 
Legislature ended almost all of the 
fees in 2023. 

• Bottom line, after PARD spends its 
portion of the 50M saved from the 
climate equity plan, it basically has 
nothing for land acquisition. As it 
turns out, we relied too much on 
parkland dedication fees. OUR PARK SCORE KEEPS SLIPPING 

 AND EVERY DISTRICT IS PARK DEFICIENT

Source: City of Austin
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THE CLIMATE MITIGATION URGENCY
Funding for: 

Land Acquisition
• 4,000 and 8,000 acres of new parkland
• Meeting Park Access goals for all Austin residents

Urban Forests
• A comprehensive tree inventory
• Community forestry projects
• Tree maintenance on public lands
• Achieving UN Biodiversity Goals

Agricultural Lands
• Initiate a Working Farm Fund
• 1 new FTE to supporting regenerative agricultural and oversee agricultural land
• A farmland inventory

Sustainable Land Management of City Lands
• 2 new FTE PARD Biologist Positions
• PARD Land Management Program. 9



AUSTIN’S
CLIMATE IS
CHANGING

Source: Jay L Banner
Director, Environmental Science Institute, 
Jackson School of Geosciences. UT Austin

CHANGE IN 
DAYS OVER 
100 DEGREES
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AUSTIN WILL
GET DRIER

Source: Jay L Banner
Director, Environmental Science Institute, 
Jackson School of Geosciences. UT Austin

DROUGHT PROJECTIONS
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AUSTIN WILL
GET THIRSTIER

Source: Dr, Robert Mace
Exec Dir, Meadows Center for Water 
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EDWARDS
ACQUIFER 
DROUGHT

Source: KXAN

The Barton Springs-Edwards Aquifer 
Conservation Distr ict declared 
a Stage 3 Exceptional Drought,
 effective Oct. 1, marking only the 
second time in its 38 -year history.
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WHAT DOES 
THE PUBLIC 
WANT

2024 POLL OF AUSTIN VOTERS

HEB REGIONAL POLL

Only Metro Area in Texas where 
the environment was a top priority. 

VOTERS BOND HISTORY
Austin voters have overwhelmingly 

supported bonds that support green efforts.
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GREEN 
BENEFITS

Source: PARD Alternative Funding Presentation
 

• Real Estate Values
• Attraction / retention of jobs
• Green Infrastructure

⚬ Clean Air
⚬ Clean Water

• Health
• Mental Health
• Safe ty
• Touris m
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WHAT ARE 
OTHER CITIES
DOING?

Preserve a minimum of 
10,000 acres of open space over 
the next five years.

Dallas  Greening Init iat ive : The  city 
partners  with the  nonprofit  Trus t  for 
Public  Land to m ap city-owned land for 
potent ial park deve lopm ent .

Texas  Trees  Foundat ion: A m ajor driver 
of Dallas 's  greening e fforts , this  
foundat ion plants  t rees  on public  land 
and leads  projects  like  the"Tree  Equity 
Plant ing Map" that  he lps  direct  t ree -
plant ing to areas  with the  greates t  
need.

Plant  4.6 m illion new nat ive  t rees  
by 2030
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LAND BANKING
Trevino Park was purchased for 
$8M 25 years ago – 
It is estimated to be worth $100M today . 

The  Open Space  program  (Water quality) 
s pent  $250M on land cons ervat ion 
eas em ents  in 1998 
that  are  now es t im ated to have  
a replacem ent  cos t  of $5B today .

BUY IT NOW  BECAUSE 
ONCE IT IS GONE ITS GONE

Source: City of Austin
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NATIVE
SOLUTIONS
Planting Native grasses on land banks 
would help: sequester carbon, help with 
flooding and erosion, and draw water 
towards our aquifers.

With careful planning and minimal 
inputs, you can sequester 20-30 tons 
of CO2 sequesters over 10 years. 

Total establishment costs $800 -2000 
per acre. Maintenance costs after 2 
years are $75-250 per acre.

BUY IT NOW  BECAUSE 
ONCE IT IS GONE ITS GONE

18

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTWMD1BZfLcDJpKvqWioAK5LTWZ8iPCE3puEQ&s


OUR ASK 

• Fund $300M toward land acquisition through the 2026 Bond.
• Advance bond funds in full (in year one) vs. the normal six year cycle. 
• Develop a viable strategy to fund in full the approved Climate Equity 

Plan and build in annual reports to the public of your progress.
• Put Austin’s banked lands to use sequestering carbon.

Fund, protect and preserve 
Austin’s  unique green 

spaces.
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SOURCES
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Managing Partner, Dallas
HR&A Advisors - Real Estate and Economic Development Consultants

Dr. Jay Banner 
 F. M. Bullard Professor, Department of Geological Sciences in the Jackson School of Geosciences, 
Director of the Environmental Science Institute at the University of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Roel Lopez  
Professor and the department head of the Texas A&M University Department of Rangeland,
 Wildlife, and Fisheries Management 
 Director for the Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute. 

Dr Robert E. Mace, Ph.D., P.G
Executive Director and Chief Water Policy Officer, Meadows Center for Water and the Environment
Professor of Practice in the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies at Texas State University.

Elmqvist, T. et al. (2015). Benefits of restoring ecosystem services in urban areas. 
Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 14, 101–108. 
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OUR BOARD

Alexandria Anderson
Anne Ashmun
Lucia Athens
Catalina Berry
Demekia Biscoe
Meredith Bossin
Vera Bowen
Karen Brimble
Lynne Dobson
Sue Edwards

Monica Flores
Caroline Haley
Rebecca Leonard
Sheridan Lorenz
Jes Maniccia
Amanda Masino
Katie Naranjo
Jennifer Orr
Peggy Pickle
Junie Plummer

Shalini Ramanathan
Holly Reed
Molly Stevens
Wendy Dunnam 
Tita
Jennifer Vickers
Melba Whatley
Jill Wilkinson
Peggy Winkler
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THANK 
YOU
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