
City of Austin

Recommendation for Action

File #: 26-1544, Agenda Item #: 44. 5/21/2026���

Posting Language
Approve negotiation and execution of an interlocal agreement with Williamson County for the City to provide
funding in an amount not to exceed $57,160 to update Williamson County’s ATLAS 14 Floodplain Mapping
Study to incorporate updated topographic data and development information from areas within the City’s
overlapping jurisdictional boundaries. Funding: $57,160 is available in the Operating Budget of Austin
Watershed Protection.

Lead Department
Austin Watershed Protection.

Fiscal Note
Funding: $57,160 is available in the Operating Budget of Austin Watershed Protection.

For More Information:
Kevin Shunk, Managing Engineer, 512-974-9176 or kevin.shunk@austintexas.gov
<mailto:kevin.shunk@austintexas.gov>;
Karl McArthur, Supervising Engineer, 512-974-9126 or karl.mcarthur@austintexas.gov
<mailto:karl.mcarthur@austintexas.gov>.

Additional Backup Information:
Williamson County recently completed an ATLAS 14 rainfall-based floodplain mapping study update for the
entire county. This effort was funded in part by a Texas Water Development Board Flood Infrastructure Fund
grant. The modeling for the floodplain study was based on Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) topographic
data from 2015 and 2017, which was the best available data at the time of the study. While this data is still
adequate in most places, it does not adequately represent topographical conditions in certain recently-
developed areas. Williamson County is seeking to partner with other communities with jurisdiction in
Williamson County to fund the incorporation of 2024 LiDAR topographic data into floodplain mapping for these
areas.

The City will be responsible for funding the update of selected areas within its jurisdiction in Williamson
County. The fee estimate developed by the County’s consultants for updating modeling and mapping within the
City of Austin is $57,160. Under the interlocal agreement, the City will pay 50 percent of the consultant fee
($28,580) upfront and reimburse the County for the remaining 50 percent within 60 days of completion of the
study.

The deliverables for this effort will include updated existing condition floodplain models and floodplain mapping
with 2024 LiDAR data incorporated in selected locations. This will be an update of the deliverables previously
produced for the countywide study.

The work will be performed by AECOM consulting firm under contract with Williamson County.
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