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RESOLUTION NO.
WHEREAS, voting rights are the bedrock of democracy; and

WHEREAS, the Voting Rights Act was one of the most important
democratic reforms in the history of the United States, ensuring every U.S. citizen,

regardless of race or nationality, could exercise the fundamental right to vote; and

WHEREAS, the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision in Louisiana v. Callais
has severely weakened the protections of the Voting Rights Act; and

WHEREAS, following the Callais decision, several southern states have
embarked on radical redistricting projects designed to weaken the voting rights of

African-American voters in particular; and

WHEREAS, the ability to exercise voting rights should not be limited by

race, ethnicity, or economic status; and

WHEREAS, transportation costs for Texas voters have steadily increased in

recent months; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin and Capital Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (CapMetro) have previously partnered to offer free public transit on

Election Day to reduce transportation barriers to voters (“fare-free voting”); and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin’s African American Resource Advisory
Commission, via Recommendation No. 20260414-007 approved on April 14, 2026,
asked City Council to support the existing partnership to offer fare-free voting
during national general elections, and to explore expansion of the partnership to

include fare-free voting during early voting periods; and

WHEREAS, officials within CapMetro and Travis County have indicated

their openness to supporting and expanding fare-free voting in Austin and Travis
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County; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

The City Manager shall coordinate with CapMetro and Travis County to
explore the cost and feasibility of continuing fare-free voting on Election Day
during the 2026 general election, as well as the opportunity to expand fare-free

voting to additional days during the early voting period.

As part of this inquiry, the City Manager should consider data from
CapMetro and Travis County, including how CapMetro ridership has increased
during prior fare-free days and which early voting days have the highest voter

participation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

The City Manager shall recommend to Council during the Fiscal Year 2027
budget process how the City of Austin can support fare-free voting during the 2026
election cycle, including on Election Day and during high-turnout days during the
early voting period. In preparation for this recommendation, the Manager shall ask

Travis County to consider cost-sharing for any proposed fare-free days.

ADOPTED: , 2026 ATTEST:

Erika Brady
City Clerk
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