
RESOLUTION NO. 1 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Surgeon General issued an advisory declaring youth 2 

use of e-cigarettes an epidemic in December 2018; and 3 

WHEREAS, the 2023 Texas Youth Tobacco Survey found that 17.1 percent 4 

of high school students and 10 percent of middle school students reported having 5 

used or tried e-cigarettes; and 6 

WHEREAS, reports indicate that 206 cases of vaping have been identified 7 

in Round Rock Independent School District in the last year; and 8 

WHEREAS, most e-cigarettes contain nicotine, carcinogens, heavy metals, 9 

volatile organic chemicals, microplastics, and chemicals like diacetyl, which are 10 

linked to serious lung disease; and 11 

WHEREAS, aside from addiction, long-term nicotine exposure can lead to 12 

increased blood pressure, heart rate, and problems associated with diabetes; and  13 

WHEREAS, e-cigarettes and other nicotine products are marketed in youth-14 

friendly ways, including the use of brightly colored packaging, fruit and candy 15 

flavors, and youthful slang and images; and 16 

WHEREAS, the adolescent brain does not fully develop until about the age 17 

of 25 years old, and nicotine exposure during adolescence can harm the developing 18 

brain and cause addiction; and 19 

WHEREAS, youth who use tobacco products are more likely to experience 20 

impaired lung growth, sleep disturbance, and inattention, and as a result, 21 

adolescent tobacco use is associated with lower school engagement, worse 22 

performance on standardized tests, and greater absenteeism; and 23 
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WHEREAS, young people caught with e-cigarettes in school or at off-24 

campus school activities are faced with state-mandated disciplinary action, which 25 

leads to decreased instructional time and contributes to the school-to-prison 26 

pipeline; and 27 

WHEREAS, City Code Section 4-9-4 (Minimum Distance from Certain 28 

Uses) prohibits the sale of alcohol within 300 feet of a church, public school, 29 

private school, or public hospital except as provided by the Texas Alcoholic 30 

Beverage Code; and 31 

WHEREAS, City Code Section 10-6-2 (Smoking Prohibited) prohibits 32 

smoking, including the use of e-cigarettes, in public for the protection of public 33 

health; and 34 

WHEREAS, Austin is home to thousands of families, with children under 35 

the age of 18 making up 17 percent of the population; and 36 

WHEREAS, the sale of e-cigarettes has a significant impact on public 37 

health, especially the health of minors, and should be regulated in a similar manner 38 

to the sale of alcohol; NOW, THEREFORE, 39 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 40 

Council affirms its commitment to the protection of public health, especially 41 

for vulnerable populations.  42 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 43 

 The City Manager is directed to explore options to regulate the sale of 44 

synthetic nicotine products and e-cigarettes of any kind so that none of these 45 

products may be sold within 1,000 feet of a public school, private school, or 46 

daycare.  47 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 48 

 After exploring the options, the City Manager is directed to propose any 49 

Code amendments necessary to accomplish the goals of this resolution and to return 50 

with a draft ordinance for Council consideration on or before September 11, 2025. 51 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 52 

 If the City Manager determines that a change to the Land Development Code 53 

would help accomplish the goals of this resolution, this resolution is sufficient to 54 

initiate those amendments. This initiation authority is limited to the changes the 55 

City Manager deems necessary to accomplish the goals of this resolution. In the 56 

event that changes to City Code Chapter 25-2 (Zoning) are necessary, the proposed 57 

amendments should be ready to be noticed for the next joint meeting, which is 58 

presumably in the fall of 2025.  59 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 60 

 As part of this process, the City Manager is directed:   61 

(1) to identify businesses likely to be significantly affected by the 62 

proposed ordinance;  63 

(2) to conduct stakeholder engagement with school administrators, faculty, 64 

staff, parents, and businesses and business groups potentially impacted 65 

by the proposed ordinance; and  66 

(3) to provide a memo to Council that identifies the categories of 67 

potentially impacted businesses and describes stakeholder feedback. 68 

ADOPTED:                                   , 2025   ATTEST: _______________________ 69 
                              Erika Brady 70 
                      City Clerk 71 
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