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ORDINANCE NO.  1 
 2 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 20240829-154 TO REVISE 3 
TEXAS ENTERPRISE ZONE LOCAL INCENTIVES OFFERED BY THE CITY 4 
PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 2303. 5 
 6 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 7 
 8 
PART 1.  Findings. 9 

1. The City Council of the City of Austin desires to create the proper economic 10 
and social environment to induce the investment of private resources in 11 
productive business enterprises located in severely distressed areas of the 12 
City and to provide employment to residents of such areas; and  13 

 14 
2. The City Council finds that it is in full compliance with Texas Government 15 

Code Chapter 2303 (Act) prior to the nomination of an eligible business; and 16 
 17 

3. The City Council held a public hearing on November 7, 2024 prior to 18 
approving this ordinance. 19 

PART 2.  City council amends Part 3 of Ordinance No. 20240829-154 by adding Part 20 
3(H) as shown below: 21 

The following local incentives, at the election of the city council, are or will be made 22 
available to nominated projects or activities of qualified businesses: 23 
 24 
(A) The City of Austin (City) may abate taxes on the increase in value of real property 25 
improvements and eligible personal property that locate in a designated enterprise zone. 26 
The level of abatement shall be based upon the extent to which the business receiving the 27 
abatement creates jobs for qualified employees, in accordance with the City’s policies, 28 
and with qualified employee being defined by the Act. 29 
 30 
(B) The City may provide regulatory relief to businesses, including: 31 

(1) zoning changes or variances;  32 
(2) exemptions from unnecessary building code requirements, impact fees, or 33 

inspection fees; or 34 
(3) streamlined permitting.  35 

 36 
(C) The City may provide enhanced municipal services to businesses, including:  37 

(1) improved police and fire protection; or 38 
(2) institution of community crime prevention programs. 39 
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 40 
(D) The City may provide improvements in community facilities, including:  41 

(1) capital improvements in water and sewer facilities;  42 
(2) road repair; or  43 
(3) creation or improvement of parks.  44 

 45 
(E) The City may provide improvements to housing, including: 46 

(1) low-interest loans for housing rehabilitation, improvement, or new 47 
construction; or 48 

(2) transfer of abandoned housing to individuals or community groups.  49 
 50 
(F) The City may provide business and industrial development services, including: 51 

(1) low-interest loans for business;  52 
(2) use of surplus school buildings or other underutilized publicly owned 53 

facilities as small business incubators; 54 
(3) provision of publicly owned land for development purposes, including 55 

residential, commercial, or industrial development; 56 
(4) creation of special one-stop permitting and problem resolution centers or 57 

ombudsmen; or 58 
(5) promotion and marketing services.  59 

 60 
(G) The City may provide job training and employment services to businesses, 61 

including:  62 
(1) retraining programs;  63 
(2) literacy and employment skills programs;  64 
(3) vocational education; or 65 
(4) customized job training.  66 

 67 
(H) The City may provide these additional local incentives: 68 

(1)  Economic development grants and loans through Chapter 380, Local 69 
Government Code; 70 

 (2) Tax increment financing; 71 
 (3) Assistance with Public Improvement Districts; 72 
 (4) Local sales tax refunds; or 73 
 (5) Freeport exemptions. 74 
  75 
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 76 
 77 
PART 3.  This ordinance takes effect on _________________, 2024. 78 

PASSED AND APPROVED 79 
§ 80 
§ 81 

                                        , 2024 § _______________________________ 82 
Kirk Watson 83 
       Mayor 84 

 85 
 86 
APPROVED: _____________________ ATTEST: _______________________ 87 

          Deborah Thomas      Myrna Rios 88 
       Interim City Attorney               City Clerk 89 

 90 
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