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City of Austin File ID: 26-1391
Council Meeting Backup: March 26, 2026

RESOLUTION NO.

WHEREAS, the City of Austin permits and regulates special events within
the City limits, and Travis County also permits and regulates special events in

unincorporated areas of the County; and

WHEREAS, special events permitted by Travis County outside of Austin
but near the City’s corporate limits can and often do impact residents and
businesses within City limits, including public safety and emergency vehicle
access, traffic and transportation services, the use of City roads, public parking
spaces, sidewalks and rights-of-way, and the potential for public nuisance and

noise; and

WHEREAS, currently, there is no formal communication or coordination of
permitting and planning of special events between Austin and Travis County,
creating gaps in available information and preparations for neighboring residents

and businesses impacted by permitted events outside of City limits; and

WHEREAS, the Austin Office of Arts, Culture, Music and Entertainment,
which permits special events for the City, has initiated conversations with the
Travis County Fire Marshal’s Office to improve coordination and communication
regarding special events permitted near City limits that could impact City residents
and businesses; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

In order to enhance public safety, improve event success, and mitigate risks
to residents impacted by planned special events, the City Manager is directed to
pursue an interlocal agreement (ILA) with Travis County to formalize a process for
coordinating the planning and response efforts for certain permitted special events

in Travis County that are near the City limits.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

The terms of the ILA should be developed in partnership with Travis County

to determine:

e the appropriate event size threshold for coordinated City/County efforts;
e the appropriate proximity to City limits threshold for coordinated
City/County efforts; and

e any other threshold criteria for coordinated City/County efforts.
The scope of the ILA should include, but not be limited to:

e addressing regulatory gaps between the City and County, to the extent

legally permissible and logistically feasible;
e coordination of public safety and emergency response planning;

e coordination of transportation planning, such as parking, road closures,

transportation services planning, and traffic detours;

e ensuring the availability of information about planned special events, both
internally and to the public, including making information available through

311, as well as appropriate signage and notification about the event; and

e opportunities for potential coordination and outreach to neighboring
residents in the City and Travis County who may be impacted by the

planned special event.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

File ID: 26-1391

The City Manager is directed to report to Council by May 31, 2026, with an

update on the status of a draft interlocal agreement.

ADOPTED: , 2026 ATTEST:
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Erika Brady
City Clerk




