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Audit Report
Lobbyist Compliance
Filings Are L: ly C liant, But City Cod B kg d
s e Comotrk Bty ot aCKgroun
April 2022
In our previous lobbyist compliance audits, we noted
issues with transparency and accessibility
In response, the lobbyist meeting requirement and
review by the City Auditor sections were adjusted
Ctvcode u\ IJ\I ur effice regul Iadvmml memmnliamemr!:isbemd\ubwms' and Clarified in City COde
i?m::“"w e **'MM 1 City Code directs our office to review information
and virtual lobbyist meetings to be reported. Also, Au m \snm wlngmn -sk'm methods to . . .
it - related to lobbyist meetings to check for compliance
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Finding 1

Some City Departments do not
provide a reasonable way to
record information from

lobbyists as required by City
Code.

September 2025 Office of the CitWaUleljte]s

City Department

. ) DOES YOUR DEPARTMENT OR OFFICE HAVE A
Requwement. METHOD FOR LOBBYISTS TO REPORT?
Provide a method for aves mNo

lobbyists to report about
scheduled meetings

City Duty

Most surveyed City
Departments and offices
provide a method, but
some do not

All City Council offices
and the City Manager’s
office provide a method
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Lobbyist

Requirement:

Report information about
scheduled meetings with S 2
City offi Cia I s 1) t‘r’i:s:‘e;g,ndgl::"::m;l a client or another person for a scheduled meeting on a “Municipal Question” under the terms of the

2) Have received or expect to receive compensation for attending this meeting AND
3) Are not a government employee or official
Must complete ALL Columns. Definitions and additional information can be found on the other side of this sheet.

CITY’S LOBBYIST SIGN-IN SHEET

Visitor Sign-in Sheet
*) ALLuvisitors must complete Columns A-C

Source: Austin City Code §4-8-8(C) and (), §4-8-2(10).

City’s Sign-In Sheet ’ . h— A : U
Does not require all —
information needed to S
check compliance Ow Ow
. 0 ve CIne
Written sheet: o% o
* May have incomplete or e Ow
illegible information O Ow
» Does not work for Ove  Ow
virtual meetings [
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Finding 2
Current City Code lobbying

Provisions limit reporting
and make transparency

hard to achieve.
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*

Peer Cities CITY OF
N sAN ANTONIO IR
Definition of “City Officials” applies e ‘ |
to fewer people
\ *

Require more reporting:

~
 Dallas, El Paso, and San Antonio - \f Dal Ia
require reporting of all contacts with ‘
city officials on a municipal question l
* Austin limits reporting to scheduled ‘

meetings
Require lobbyists to report contacts
in their quarterly activity reports
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Recommendation
The City Manager should:
o &
v
¥ L 7]
(A) (B)
Ensure City departments are Identify and present possible
compliant with current City I'(’)?@%;é%&%(ﬁ%dt%
Code lobbying requirements Council for consideration
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