10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

City of Austin File ID: 26-1876
Council Meeting Backup: May 21, 2026

RESOLUTION NO.

WHEREAS, Council is committed to promoting the public health, safety,

and welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, residents throughout the City have reported that noise
generated by commercial dumpster collection activities during early morning and

late-night hours near residences disrupts sleep and diminishes quality of life; and

WHEREAS, adequate sleep is essential to physical health, mental well-

being, workplace productivity, and overall community welfare; and

WHEREAS, dumpster collection vehicles and related activities, including
idling engines, hydraulic lifts, and the emptying of refuse containers, can generate

significant noise levels, particularly near residential dwellings; and

WHEREAS, other Texas cities, including Dallas,* Fort Worth,2 and San
Antonio,? have ordinances regulating the hours and distance from residences that

commercial dumpster collection activities may take place; and

WHEREAS, Council finds that it is in the public interest to evaluate and
establish reasonable limitations on the hours during which dumpster collection
may occur and the proximity of such activities to residential uses, while balancing
the operational needs of businesses and solid waste service providers; NOW,
THEREFORE,

! See Dallas City Code Sec. 30-2(12), providing that “[t]he collection of garbage, waste, or refuse between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on or within 300 feet of any residential use” is “presumed to be offensive to the ordinary
sensibilities of the inhabitants of the city” and therefore prohibited.

2 See Fort Worth City Code Sec. 23-8, providing that “[n]oise created by solid waste haulers within 300 feet of
residential zoning before 6:00 a.m. or after 11:00 p.m. is prohibited.”

3 See San Antonio City Code Sec. 14-41(f)(5), providing that, in non-Central Business District areas of the City,
“there will be no collection of waste or recycling from residential or multi-family properties between the hours of
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.” and that “[i]n the absence of complaints from affected citizens within two hundred (200)
feet, an automatic variance for collection from commercial properties between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. is granted.”
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

The City Manager is directed to research and, as may be appropriate,

develop recommendations for amendments to applicable City regulations that

would prohibit dumpster collection activities at unreasonable hours near residential

properties, including multifamily properties, due to noise impacts.

In developing these recommendations, the City Manager shall:

1.

analyze reasonable limits on hours of operation, including restrictions
during overnight and early morning hours, and minimum distance
requirements between dumpster collection activities and residences,
including both single-family and multifamily properties, during certain
hours;

review best practices and ordinances from comparable municipalities
regarding time-of-day restrictions and spatial separation requirements for
commercial dumpster collection;

evaluate the noise levels typically generated by dumpster collection
activities and their impact on nearby residents;

evaluate impact on traffic from any changes in applicable City
regulations; and

consider stakeholder input from residents, neighborhood associations,
tenant associations, businesses, property owners, and waste service

providers.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

The City Manager is directed to return to Council not later than its
September 8, 2026, work session meeting to present findings and proposed

amendments to applicable City regulations.

ADOPTED: , 2026 ATTEST:

Erika Brady
City Clerk
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